University of San Diego

Digital USD
News Releases

USD News

1991-04-01

"Place and Presence": USD Exhibition Explores a Decade of Public
Art Projects in San Diego
Office of Public Information

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases

Digital USD Citation
Office of Public Information, ""Place and Presence": USD Exhibition Explores a Decade of Public Art
Projects in San Diego" (1991). News Releases. 3857.
https://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases/3857

This Press Release is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been
accepted for inclusion in News Releases by an authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information,
please contact digital@sandiego.edu.

iiP

Universily of San

Diec;o

Office o f Publi c Relation s

News Bureau

"PLACE AND PRESENCE": USD EXHIBITION EXPLORES
A DECADE OF PUBLIC ART PROJECTS IN SAN DIEGO
Place and Presence: Studies of San Diego's Art in Public
Spaces Since 1980 will be on view from April 19 through May 26 in
Founders Gallery at the tJniversity of San Diego in Alcala Park .
Place and Presence reflects the astonishing range of public
art projects envisioned for San Diego over the past decade.

From

bus posters probing the border economy to the never-realized Vito
Acconci Spanish Landing sculpture, from the Stuart Collection on

(

the UCSD campus to the Chicano Park murals beneath I-5 and the
Coronado Bay Bridge, these works have been defined by boldness,
challenge, and, in many cases, heated public debate about the
nature and value of art.
"People who visit this show may be startled to see that, in
spite of San Diego's public art controversies, a tremendous
variety of projects have been part of the city's landscape,"
said exhibition curator Sally Yard.

"Here in San Diego, you can

be enchanted by a eucalyptus grove that talks and sings, or
jostled on the street by a provocative bus poster, or riveted by
a neighborhood mural painted on a highway pillar.

There's an

incredible sense of open possibilities that have been marvelously
explored."

l

(more)

A lca la Pa rk, San D iego, Ca li forn ia 92 71 O 6 7 9/ 260-4682

Public art projects represented in Place and Presence -- in
forms ranging from polished maquettes or working models to
gestural drawings, books of documentation and photographic light
boxes

include:
Alexis Smith's Snake Path~ rich in the imagery of Eden,

which will serve as a curving ~ntry walkway to UCSD's expanded
Central Library and is part of UCSD's world-renowned Stuart
Collection.

Also included from the Stuart Collection will be

Terry Allen's "replanted" eucalyptus trees, sheathed in lead and
wired for sound in a grove outside the library.
Sumptuous charcoal and pencil drawings by George Trakas for
UCSD's Pepper Canyon and for Pacific Union in the garden of the
San Diego Museum of Contemporary Art in La Jolla.
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-- Works by San Diego-based artists examining the nature of
border culture.

Sponsored by Sushi Inc., David Avalos's San

Diego Donkey Cart pitted the festive allure of Tijuana tourism
against the obdurate reality of a border economy.
-- The murals of Chicano Park, begun in 1973 and still under
expansion, a model of grassroots expression by a determined
community.

Models of pillars from the Coronado Bay Bridge and

I-5 painted by Victor Ochoa and Salvador Torres will be shown.
-- Vito Acconci's Spanish Landing project, ultimately rejected
by the Port of San Diego, a fanciful work that invited viewers to
interact with images of boats and planes in a setting that could
function as playground, picnic site and piazza.
-- Joan Brown's obelisk in Horton Plaza with its strata of
(more)

creatures inhabiting water, earth and sky.
The exhibition and catalogue have been organized by Yard, an
Assistant Professor of Fine Arts at USD, in collaboration with
students in the University's Public Art seminar and Museum
Studies and Exhibition Design classes.
Yard last year served as a juror for the city-sponsored City
Gates Project.

She was a contributor to and editor of the

Sitings exhibition catalogue published by the La Jolla Museum of
Contemporary Art in 1986 and has been involved with public art
programs since the 1974 Monumenta exhibition in Newport, R.I.
She has published monographs on public artists Christo, Stephen
Antonakos and George Trakas.
The Gallery, located in Founders Hall on the USO campus, will

(

be open weekdays from 12 noon to 5 p.m.

An opening reception for

Place and Presence will be held Thursday, April 18, from 7 to 9
p.m.

Gail Goldman, co-ordinator of public art for the city of

San Diego, will present a slide lecture at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 24 in Camino Hall 153.

A series of videotapes focusing on

works and artists represented in the exhibition will be screened
on Fridays between 2:30 and 5 p.m. in Founders Hall 151.

For further information, please contact Yard at 260-4600, ext.
2667 or Kate Callen, 260-4682.
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